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Letter from the Pastor: November

Thanksgiving Day. Many images and memories come to mind when we think of
Thanksgiving Day... turkey and dressing, football, family, eating and more eating,
football and more football.

Most of us know in some degree about the first Thanksgiving in America. In
1621 Plymouth governor William Bradford invited neighboring Indians to join the Pilgrims
for a three-day festival of recreation and feasting, thanking God for his grace and
bounty.

For the next 150 years Thanksgiving was celebrated only sporadically. It was
not until 1789, when George Washington proclaimed a day of prayer and gratitude in
honor of the new constitution, that the United States celebrated its first Thanksgiving
as a nation.

During the next century a growing number of states observed Thanksgiving
annually, but only in 1863 did Abraham Lincoln establish the day as an official national
holiday. Each year after that, succeeding presidents proclaimed the observance
anew, until in 1939 Franklin Roosevelt finally designated the third Thursday in November
as our yearly Thanksgiving Day. In 1941 the holiday was changed to the fourth
Thursday of November and Thanksgiving we know it appeared.

Unfortunately, Thanksgiving Day has never had a well-defined significance in
our national mind. It has become a secular holiday emphasizing turkey, family, and
football. For God's people, Thanksgiving ought to be one of the most delightful
occasions of the year, because the spirit of Thanksgiving is so familiar to us. As a
Christian grows in Christ, he develops more fully the "attitude of gratitude."
Thankfulness is something that ought to characterize Christians in all situations (Eph
5:20). When it comes to thanksgiving, the Christian should excel.

May we as God's people excel at giving Him thanks, on Thanksgiving Day and
all year round. Jesus is Lord and that causes us to be thankful. Eat turkey, spend time
with your family, watch football, but remember the day is set aside to thank God for
His salvation, grace and mercy. Happy Thanksgiving!
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New Sermon Series: “The E-100 Plan”
through 100 essential Bible passages — 50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the New Testament — offering a
comprehensive overview of God's story.
Stay tuned for more details, and get ready to read along with Pastor Randy as we explore the Bible in a fresh,
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