(f : ; de? A yd/;/lz/f/li 4451 US 70 East

Goldsboro, NC 27534 — r
newhopefriends@nc.rr.com

New Hope Friends Church Non-profit Org.

4451 US 70 East US Postage
Goldsboro, NC 27534 PAID (W NeW HOP
Goldboro, NC . Friends Church

Permit No. 53

ovember
Letter from the Pastor: N

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. -1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

This time of year we tend to take stock of all the blessings in our life, the
things that we are thankful for. With so much going on in our world and in our
church right now, it can be hard to see how we could give thanks to God. It
reminds me of a story that I read recently about a man who went to a rabbi. He
complains, “Life is just too hard right now. There are nine of us living in one
room, what can I do?” The rabbi replies, “Take your goat into the room with
you. And then come back in one week.” The man is confused but goes away
and does what the rabbi instructed. When the man returns to the rabbi a week
later, he is even more distraught. “We cannot stand it,” he says, “The goat is
filthy and smells so bad!” The rabbi tells him, “Go back home, let the goat out,
and come back in one week.” The man returns the next week, smiling ear to
ear, exclaiming, “Life is beautiful. We are enjoying every minute in our room
now that there is no goat—-just the nine of us.”

It can be hard sometimes to give thanks to God because our circumstances can
¢ TS get in the way. But Paul writes to the Thessalonians telling them that it is
2nd ai 9 AM ‘We WI" hdﬁ”e o actually God’s will for them to give thanks in “all circumstances.” God wants
“L " 1 us to give thanks no matter what circumstance we are in. One way that we can

ot gain that perspective is to understand just how truly blessed we are. To find the
silver-lining in our circumstance. Like the man in the story, we can realize that
things could be way worse. But ultimately, the way that we can be thankful,
even when things are tough is found in the small phrase found at the end of the
passage above—“in Christ Jesus.” We can give thanks because no
circumstance, no diagnosis, no person, no comment can stand in the way of
who we are because of Jesus.
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Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be

thankful unto him, and bless his name.

Psalm 100:4

dappy Bovtluday
2nd Eden-Kole Dawson

Jim Heidenreich

7th  Prentice Uzzell
9th  Ann Allman
10th  Dexter Pridgen
Jose Vazquez
12th  Jennifer Brown
16th Mary Daly
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Gail Mewborn, Prentice Uzzell, Tracy
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FALL DINNER
& ined

NOVEMBER 18

STARTS 5 PM - SPAGHETTI SUPPER
FOLLOWED BY OUR ANNUAL DESSERT AUCTION -
FAMILY EVENT - ALL ARE WELCOME

WWW.NEWHOPEFRIENDS.ORG
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Order your poinsettias November 19th
through December 3rd. Ordering forms
will be placed by the offering plates and
in the back of the pews. Completed forms
can be placed in the offering plates with
designated  payment or order by
contacting the church office. They can be
picked up after the Christmas Eve Service

on December 24th.



